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COTTON GIN EQUIPMENT - UNITED STATES 
1962 


SUMMARY 


Significant innovations and improvements continue to be made in the cotton ginning 
industry in the United States. The shift to mechanized harvesting of the cotton 
crop, increasing from 27 to 59 percent in the last five years, has been the predom- 
inant factor in bringing about technological advances in ginning equipment. Changes 
in the methods of marketing and utilization requirements have also been a contribu- 
ting influence on the development of gin machinery. This report presents in tabular 
form certain types of equipment and machinery in cotton gins in the United States at 
the beginning of the 1962-63 season. 


Gin equipment data are presented in this report in five groups of three tables each. 
The first group of three tables covers equipment by states and the United States. 
The four remaining groups of tables present ginning data by districts and states in 
each of the four geographical areas of the cotton belt. 


During the five years between 1957 and 1962, the trend continued toward fewer gin 
batteries and larger ginning capacity per gin battery. In 1962 there were slightly 
over 5,400 gin batteries in the United States with 43 percent of the batteries gin- 
ning 2,500 bales or more during the 1961-62 season. Comparable figures in 1957 in- 
dicated about 6,800 active gin batteries with only 25 percent ginning over 2,500 
bales during the 1956-57 season. The largest decrease in total gin batteries in 
the last five years was in the southeastern area of the belt. In the far western 
area, total gin batteries increased by 20 percent since 1957. About 90 percent of 
the batteries in this area ginned 2,500 or more bales during the 1961-62 season. 


The proportion of all gin batteries in the United States having seed cotton driers 
increased from 85 percent in 1957 to 96 percent in 1962. While this increase is 
certainly noteworthy, of more significance is the increase in the number of batter- 
ies having facilities for more than one stage of drying. In 1957, only 39 percent 
of all batteries having drying equipment had facilities for more than one stage of 
drying while in 1962 the proportion providing these additional stages of drying 
had increased to 55 percent. All gin batteries in the far western area now have 
seed cotton driers with 25 percent having facilities for three or more stages of 
drying. 


Lint cleaning equipment is now installed in 93 percent of all gin batteries in the 
United States, compared with 51 percent in 1957. In the southeastern area of the 
belt, about 82 percent of all gin batteries have facilities for one or more stages 
of lint cleaning while each of the other three areas has lint cleaning equipment in 
well over 90 percent of all batteries. The number of gins having facilities for 
more than one stage of lint cleaning has also increased steadily. For instance, in 
the years 1959 through 1962 the proportion of gin batteries having facilities for 
two or more stages of lint cleaning was 41, 50, 58 and 64 percent, respectively. 


Seed cotton cleaning equipment above the distributor has increased in recent years. 
The most pronounced increase has been in the installation of stick and green leaf 
machines. The proportion of all gin batteries having this cleaning equipment in- 
creased from seven percent in 1957 to 25 percent in 1962. Other seed cotton clean- 
ing equipment such as green boll traps, magnets and bur extractors also increased. 


Information used to compile the data presented in this report was taken from gin 
records maintained in cotton classing offices of the Cotton Division, Agricultural 
Marketing Service, United States Department of Agriculture. The information for 
individual gin batteries was obtained in cooperation with the gin owner or manager. 
The total number of gin batteries reported by districts do not in all cases corre- 
spond with the number of batteries shown by the volume of ginning frequencies as 
ginnings were not always available for individual batteries of multiple battery 
units. 
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